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Abstract
Terrorism: Development of its meaning in Arabic language
and Islamic viewpoint.

Nowadays the word terror or terrorism is frequently used in media
and conversation. Naturally, there is a synonymous word in Arabic
that is “Irhaab”. But this word is not enough to express the
meaning of “Zangibad” what is actually “Irhab in the name of
religion. However, it is the responsibility of Muslim Ummah to
eliminate the irresponsible misunderstanding of some western
media or writers. In this context, we are trying to find out the
development of the meaning of “Irhab”, and to highlight the role of
Islam against any terrorist activities over the ages. Some evidences
from the Holy Qur’an and the Hadith are discussed in this article
which will benefit the readers to reconcile the glorious role of
Islam in the early ages and to fight with newly grown terrorism
allover the world.
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-Verily they (Prophet Yahya and his wife and Zakaria) used
to hasten on to do good deeds, and they used to call on Us
with hope and fear, and used to humble themselves before
Us.”
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Prepare (to use in battle) against them whatever foreces of
strength you can muster (collect) as well as trained horses
(and military equipments) with which you may strike fear
into Allah’s enemies, your enemies and others besides them
(such as the Munaafigeen). You so not know them (Your
other enemies who hide their enmity for you) but Allah
knows them. Whatever you may spend is Allah’s way in
full and you will not be oppressed, not be given less than
you deserve.’
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[Allah does not forbid you from behaving cordially and
justly towards those (kuffar) who do not fight you for

religion and who do not drive you out from your homes.
Verily Allah loves those who are just.]”
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The only punishment for those who make war with Allah
and His apostle and who strive to spread disorders on earth
1s that they be killed or crucified or their hands and feet cut
off form opposite sides or that they be exiled from the land.
Such shall be their humiliation is this world and in the

™ Akhirah they shall have a terrible punishment.”
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Translation of the meaning of the The Noble Quran by Dr. Muhammad -*
Tagi-ud-Din Al-Hilali & Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan, Professor in the
Islamic University, al-Madinah, (King Fahad Complex,1404 H.), p. 438.

Hans Wehr, Modern Arabic Dictionary, published in 1960, Germany, p. 362. -
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Translation from “Quran Made Easy, Zam Zam Publications p. 1076. -
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